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BACKGROUND

At the February 2001 Governor’'s EM S and Trauma Advisory Council’s Trauma Systems Committee, a
presentation was ddlivered on the use of telemedicinein Texastraumafacilities. Subsequently, the Bureau
of Emergency Management (Bureau) was asked to clarify its pogition on the gppropriate usage of
telemedicd capabilitiesin the care of mgor and severe trauma patients.

For the purposes of thispolicy, “telemedicine’ is defined asthe practice of hedth care ddivery, diagnosis,
consultation, treatment, and transfer of medica data through interactive audio, video, or data
communicationsthat occursinthe physica presence of the patient. Audio or video communicationssent to
ahedth care provider for diagnostic or trestment consultation are dso included in this definition.
STATUTE REFERENCE

Not applicable

RULE REFERENCE

25 TAC, 157.125 Requirements for Trauma Facility Designation; Attachments. Basic (Leve V) Criteria;
Levd IV Standards; General (Levd I11) Criteria; and Levd 111 Standards
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POLICY

(A) The Bureau acknowledgesthe value of telemedicinefor patientswith avariety of medica problems, and
gppreciaesthat the growth of information technologieswill enhance the ability of rura hedlth care providers
to provide a broader range of patient care services to their population base.

(B) Telemedicine does not meet the essentid criterion for traumafacilitiesthat requiresthe physica
presence of physicians to care for mgor and severe trauma patients, including al traumateam activations.
Designated trauma facilities mugt continue to maintain a ligt of qudified on-cal physicians who must be
notified upon EM S assessment of amgor or severe trauma patient, and who must beon cal and promptly
available within 30 minutes of request from insde or outside the hospitd.
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